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Blue Knights SC-1 
“Ride with Pride” 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM MAY’S MEETING 

Treasurer Chip Brown was out of town, but left his report with the Vice Presi-
dent. The chapter began the month of April with a balance of $2989.91. We 
had income of $60 and expenditures of $82.78, ending the month with a total 
of $2973.13. 

Old Business  

The Murphy ride is scheduled for the Memorial Day Weekend. The first group, led by Dave Crump, will depart from  
McDonald’s near the Chapin Exit of I-26 at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, May 22. Another group, led by Gwin Crump, will depart 
later in the day. Updates will be sent by e-mail. This promises to be a fantastic weekend of riding! 

The chapter now has enough to fill an order for the gold-tone badges that JT Wright had shown the chapter last month. 
The badges will cost $20 each, and will also be specialized with “SC-I” on the bottom 

The chapter will be participating in the Honor Flight Ride following the meeting. BK President Black and Vice President 
McKinzie met recently with the Honor Flight Ride Committee and are very excited about this project. The ride will origi-
nate at the Honda dealership and proceed in parade fashion to the VA Medical Center. South Carolinians became in-
volved with the Honor Flight program in 2004 when Bill Dukes, the owner of the Blue Marlin Restaurant in the Vista, took 
his father, a WW-II veteran, to the World War II Memorial in Washington, DC, during a family reunion trip. He was so 
touched that he organized flights from South Carolina so that other WW-II veterans could visit the memorial. There are 
approximately three million World War II veterans still alive, but they are dying at a rate of approximately 1200 a day. 
The cost of just one flight is approximately $60,000, and there have been three flights already. World War II veterans fly 
for free, while guardians and members of the media pay their own way. The next flight is scheduled for May 17th. Plans 
call for hopefully two more rides before year’s end. Our chapter received donations totaling $405 from members and 
guests. It was moved, seconded, and passed that Blue Knights SC-1 donate $95 from our treasury, bringing the total 
donation to $500. (Editor’s note:  An additional $40 was received after the meeting, bring the total contribution for the 
chapter to $540. Jim Wertman, Manager of Carolina Honda and Honor Flight Ride Coordinator, reported they collected 
almost $6000 from the ride.) 

The 2009 Law Enforcement Memorial Ceremony was held recently at the SC Criminal Justice Academy. This event is 
held annually to honor those who lost their lives in the line of duty for that year. During this year’s service, several Blue 
Knights from the Charleston chapter attended wearing their colors and were well received. Bill McKinzie suggested that 
in the future, the chapter plan to attend this event as a group, wearing our colors as well. 

New Business  

Dave Black brought up for discussion the possibility of new patches for the front of the ladies vests. The late Verna Har-
ris wore a two-toned pink patch with a blue border that read “Ladies of the Knights.” They cost $4 each, which includes 
shipping and handling. Dave wondered if the women would be interested in wearing something like this on a vest or 
jacket. 

New 92 Radio and Carolina Alehouse had asked the Blue Knights to help sponsor a fund-raiser to benefit foster children. 
Following a discussion by the e-board and reviewing some of the poor behavior exhibited by participants at their last 
fund-raiser, it was decided SC-I would not act as sponsors, although BK members may participant individually.  

(continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
Bill McKinzie reported that the Ride Committee has planned a TGIF dinner ride on Friday night, May 15. Also, there will 
be an Ice Cream Ride to the Baskin Robbins on Forest Drive to benefit the DARE program. Both of these rides are great 
opportunities to bring loved ones to join in a time of fun and fellowship. 

Sickness and Distress  

Randy Book thanked the chapter for all the expressions of sympathy in the loss of his brother. Dave Black read a thank-
you note from the family of Brian Goff, who passed away in March.  

Members were asked to keep Highway Patrol (Spartanburg) Cpl. Jonathan McJones in their prayers. He was recently 
involved in a vehicular death of a pedestrian and is having a hard time. Fortunately, it has been determined that Cpl. 
McJones was not at fault in the accident. 
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Elbert Jordon, Jr., submitted his 
application for membership in 
Blue Knights SC-I at the April 
meeting.  

Elbert is retired from the City of 
Columbia Police Department and 
rides a 2008 Harley-Davidson 
UltraClassic.  

Glad to have you with us, Elbert! 

Melda Scott & Chip Brown 

Tom Vacula (right) and BK member from Pennsylvania 
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Following the May 9th meeting, 19 people on 16 bikes represented Blue Knights SC-I at the 
Honor Flight Ride at Carolina Honda. We joined other motorcycle clubs to have an opportunity to 
pay honor to the men and women who sacrificed so much for us 
during such a terrible time in the history of the world.  

At the VA Medical Center following the conclusion of the ride, 
participants had  an opportunity to meet John F. Baker, Jr., a 
Medal of Honor winner for his actions of bravery in combat dur-
ing the Vietnam War, (pictured at right) and World War II veteran 
George Winders (pictured in forefront). 

Approximately $6000 was raised at this event. It costs approximately $60,000 for 
each flight! And this is a race against time as we lose more and more World War II 
veterans each day. 

Blue Knight member JT Wright had 
an opportunity to visit with Bill Dukes 
(center), originator of the Honor Flight 
program for South Carolina, and Jim 
Wertman, Manager of Carolina Honda 
and Honor Flight Ride Chairman. 

There was just something special 
about this event. When the DJ played 
the National Anthem, all conversations 
ceased  as we faced the flag. 

We traveled in police-escorted parade formation to the VA 
Medical Center. There was such a feeling of pride and thankful-
ness as our nation’s Colors were presented. After listening to a 
few remarks by the organizers and patriotic music supplied by 
band members 
from Fort Jack-
son, the event 
was closed with 
the playing of 
Taps by a lone 
bugler standing 
off under a mag-
nificent old oak 
tree. Again, a 
profound sense 
of gratitude for 
the sacrifices 
paid by our servicemen overcame many of us. Yes, this was a 
worthwhile and meaningful ride indeed! 
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Pictured above are President Dave Black (right)  pre-
senting plaque to Sheriff Leon Lott (left). Also pictured 
in background are Chapter Directors “Scottie” Scott 
(far left) and Leon Cureton (far right). 
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Ride “hosts” Jeanne’ & David Crump, 
pictured with Shoebooties chef 
(Jesse) in center 
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Wendell & Julia Bamberg 

Bill & Diane McKinzie 

Hubert Harrell & Kathy Dehay 

Gwin & Wendy Crump 
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(Complete details on website calendar: www.blueknig htsc1.org) 

 
Saturday, June 13 After-meeting ride to Yoder’s Restaurant, Abbeville, SC 
Thursday, June 25 Chapter dinner (probably at a steakhouse) and donut ride (in support of Cop on Top of the 

Donut Shop at Krispy Kreme), to benefit the Special Olympics.  
Saturday June 27 All-day ride with lunch in Saluda, NC 



Blue Knights Newsletter 
 
Diane McKinzie, Editor 
1128 Three Dog Rd. 
Chapin, SC 29036 

2009 OFFICERS 
 

President: Dave Black 
Vice-President: Bill McKinzie 
Secretary: J.T. Wright 
Treasurer: Chip Brown 
Past President: Tommy Pye 
Directors: Leon Cureton 
 Don Curtis 
 Richard Scott 
Chaplain: Robert Smith 
Road Captain: Randy Book 
Quartermaster: Richard Scott 
 

GENERAL MEETING  
INFORMATION 

 
Time: 10:00am 
 
Date: Second Saturday  
 of each month 
 
Location: 
 2nd Floor Meeting Room 
Thunder Tower Harley-Davidson 

 (take Exit 82 off I-20)  
 NEXT MEETING: 

June 13, 2009 

WEAR YOUR COLORS 

www.blueknightsc1.org 
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Once again, the Blue Knights really showed our colors. We rode in the Honor Flight 
ride and donated $540.00 dollars. This is just one of the great objectives of our club. 
There are many more: like friendship, loyalty, and great riding buddies. We have a 
great club, and we like to ride. I hope as we grow not only in membership, but in 
friendship, we can make BK-1 the best club to belong to. We enhance our community 
by our presence and our good deeds.  Be proud of your colors, and ride with pride. 
See you at our next meeting, and keep your e-mails on alert for further rides. 

 Your president, 
 Doc Black  


